September 10, 2007

Whereas there are no early detection meth-
ods and minimal treatment options for pan-
creatic cancer;

Whereas when symptoms of pancreatic
cancer generally present themselves, it is
too late for an optimistic prognosis, and the
average survival rate of those diagnosed with
metastasis of the disease is only 3 to 6
months;

Whereas the incidence rate of pancreatic
cancer is 40 to 50 percent higher in African
Americans than in other ethnic groups; and

Whereas it would be appropriate to observe
November as Pancreatic Cancer Awareness
Month to educate communities across the
Nation about pancreatic cancer and the need
for research funding, early detection meth-
ods, effective treatments, and treatment pro-
grams: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate supports the
goals and ideals of Pancreatic Cancer Aware-
ness Month.

———

NATIONAL CELIAC DISEASE
AWARENESS DAY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to S. Res. 314.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 314) designating Sep-
tember 13, 2007, as ‘‘National Celiac Disease
Awareness Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
and the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 314

Whereas celiac disease affects approxi-
mately 1 in every 130 people in the United
States, for a total of 3,000,000 people;

Whereas the majority of people with celiac
disease have yet to be diagnosed;

Whereas celiac disease is a chronic inflam-
matory disorder that is classified as both an
autoimmune condition and a genetic condi-
tion;

Whereas celiac disease causes damage to
the lining of the small intestine, which re-
sults in overall malnutrition;

Whereas, when a person with celiac disease
consumes foods that contain certain protein
fractions, that person suffers a cell-mediated
immune response that damages the villi of
the small intestine, interfering with the ab-
sorption of nutrients in food and the effec-
tiveness of medications;

Whereas these problematic protein frac-
tions are found in wheat, barley, rye, and
oats, which are used to produce many foods,
medications, and vitamins;

314) was
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Whereas because celiac disease is a genetic
disease, there is an increased incidence of ce-
liac disease in families with a known history
of celiac disease;

Whereas celiac disease is underdiagnosed
because the symptoms can be attributed to
other conditions and are easily overlooked
by doctors and patients;

Whereas, as recently as 2000, the average
person with celiac disease waited 11 years for
a correct diagnosis;

Whereas %2 of all people with celiac disease
do not show symptoms of the disease;

Whereas celiac disease is diagnosed by
tests that measure the blood for abnormally
high levels of the antibodies of immuno-
globulin A, anti-tissue transglutaminase,
and IgA anti-endomysium antibodies;

Whereas celiac disease can only be treated
by implementing a diet free of wheat, barley,
rye, and oats, often called a ‘‘gluten-free
diet”’;

Whereas a delay in the diagnosis of celiac
disease can result in damage to the small in-
testine, which leads to an increased risk for
malnutrition, anemia, lymphoma, adenocar-
cinoma, osteoporosis, miscarriage, con-
genital malformation, short stature, and dis-
orders of skin and other organs;

Whereas celiac disease is linked to many
autoimmune disorders, including thyroid
disease, systemic lupus erythematosus, type
1 diabetes, liver disease, collagen vascular
disease, rheumatoid arthritis, and Sjogren’s
syndrome;

Whereas the connection between celiac dis-
ease and diet was first established by Dr.
Samuel Gee, who wrote, ‘‘if the patient can
be cured at all, it must be by means of diet’’;

Whereas Dr. Samuel Gee was born on Sep-
tember 13, 1839; and

Whereas the Senate is an institution that
can raise awareness in the general public and
the medical community of celiac disease:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 13, 2007, as ‘‘Na-
tional Celiac Disease Awareness Day’’;

(2) recognizes that all people of the United
States should become more informed and
aware of celiac disease;

(3) calls upon the people of the United
States to observe the date with appropriate
ceremonies and activities; and

(4) respectfully requests the Secretary of
the Senate to transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Celiac Sprue Association, the
American Celiac Society, the Celiac Disease
Foundation, the Gluten Intolerance Group of
North America, and the Oklahoma Celiac
Support Group No. 5 of the Celiac Sprue As-
sociation.

————

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—H.R. 1908

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I under-
stand that H.R. 1908 is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 1908) to amend title 35, United
States Code, to provide for patent reform.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask for its
second reading but object to my own
request.

24071

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The bill will be read for the second
time on the next legislative day.

————

PROGRAM

Mr. REID. Mr. President, in short, we
are going to be in late tomorrow. We
hope to finish this bill Wednesday by
the time we recess for the Jewish holi-
day. We tried to clear a few nomina-
tions tonight, but there were some ob-
jections on the Republican side. We
hope to get those cleared for the Presi-
dent tomorrow.

————

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 11, 2007

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate
completes its business today, it stand
adjourned until 10 a.m. tomorrow
morning, September 11; that on tomor-
row, following the prayer and the
pledge, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the morning hour be
deemed expired, and the time for the
two leaders reserved for their use later
in the day; that the Senate then re-
sume consideration of H.R. 3074, the
Transportation Appropriations Act;
that the Senate stand in recess from
12:30 to 2:15 p.m. to accommodate the
respective party conferences; further,
that on Tuesday, in commemoration of
the sixth anniversary of the September
11 attack, the Senate observe a mo-
ment of silence at 12 noon.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask that we now stand ad-
journed under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:49 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday,
September 11, 2007, at 10 a.m.

———

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate, Monday, September 10,
2007:

THE JUDICIARY

WILLIAM LINDSAY OSTEEN, JR., OF NORTH CAROLINA,
TO BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE MID-
DLE DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA.

MARTIN KARL REIDINGER, OF NORTH CAROLINA, TO BE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE WESTERN
DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA.

JANIS LYNN SAMMARTINO, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE SOUTHERN
DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA.
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